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October 24, 2013 
 
 
 
Mr. Brian Mills 
Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability (OE-20)  
U.S. Department of Energy 
1000 Independence Avenue 
 SW, Washington, DC 20585 
 
Re: The U.S. Department of Energy ( has prepared a Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement  
 
Email: Brian.Mills@hq.doe.gov 
 
Dear Mr. Mills: 
 
I was notified that written comments could be submitted via email, and 
so here are my comments,  as a resident of the Hudson Valley in 
Cornwall, NY. 
 
The analysis considers the potential environmental impacts from the 
proposed Federal action of granting a Presidential permit to Champlain 
Hudson Power Express, Inc. to construct, operate, maintain, and connect 
a new electric transmission line across the U.S.-Canada border in 
northeastern New York State.  I believe many items need evaluation. 
 
During construction and maintenance of the above ground towers, 
aesthetic impacts have been identified, I believe below ground facilities 
can produce visual and aesthetic impacts, as well and should be 
identified and evaluated. 
 
In the event that construction or operation of the CHPE facilities results 
in a release of sewage, such as through inadvertently fracturing a 
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pipeline, what could be done if it was to produce substantial 
environmental impacts? 
 
How will the cable be repaired if necessary? 
 
The DEIS must address the potential for re-suspension of PCBs and 
other contaminants in the Mid and Lower Hudson River, due to the 
burying of cable in contaminated sediment.   Some areas of cable may 
be buried by being mechanically plowed or dredged, this would increase 
the risk of of re-suspension.  Resuspension of PCB's would impact 
wildlife and aquatic species.  It would also impact many people that 
enjoy swimming, boating and fishing. 
 
There are many endangered species that live in the area including bald 
eagles that breed near the Hudson.  If there is a potential of disturbance 
to the nesting grounds or clearing of land in order for the route to be 
installed I hope that special attention is given to the evaluation of these 
impacts. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Kathi Ellick 
Cornwall, NY 
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A DVD was submitted as part of this comment. This DVD is available at request from the 
Department of Energy. 
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From: Stephen Beckerle [mailto:stephen.beckerle@beckerlelumber.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, January 15, 2014 8:27 AM 
To: Mills, Brian 
Subject: CHPE EIS opposition 
 
Mr. Brian Mills, 
I am opposed to the proposed CHPE project coming on land in Rockland County NY. 
I am adversely affected both as a resident and a business owner living and working  
in  Rockland County NY. 
 
My residence is 49 Beach Road Stony Point NY 10980. 
The house was built in 1835.  The house has survived the civil war, the building of the railroad, 
and  more recently it has survived super storm SANDY.  I fear it will NOT survive the Champlain Hudson 
River Express Project. .  My property line borders the CSX ROW where the proposed transmission line 
will run.  The proposed CHPE route puts my home at risk.   
 
My business is Beckerle Lumber Supply Co. Inc. 59 Westside Avenue Haverstraw NY 10927. 
In 2012, Beckerle Lumber paid over 1.7 million dollars in Real Estate and Sales Taxes.  More 
recently, in 2013, we paid over 1 .8 million dollars in Real Estate and Sales Taxes.    The proposed line 
will be running right alongside our property in Haverstraw, threatening the viability of running our  
business there. 
 
 

 
https://www.facebook.com/beckerlelumber 
        http://www.beckerlelumber.com 
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From: Jim Fitzgerald [mailto:fitzgerald@okonite.com]  
Sent: Friday, November 22, 2013 12:51 PM 
To: Mills, Brian 
Subject: CHPE DRAFT EIS Comments 
 

Mr Mills, 
Re the Draft 

1. The selection of XLP as the cable insulation and the stated temperature 
ratings should be reviewed.  The ratings stated as 90C normal and 130C 
Emergency should be 75C Normal and 90C Emergency.  XLP goes through a 
phase change at 103C becoming soft.  If operated at the stated 
temperatures, the cable can go out of round presenting higher stresses to 
the insulation leading to failure. The suggested revised temperature ratings 
in turn lower the power ratings. 

2. At the transition from the river installation to the land(terrestrial) how will 
the cable transition from water to land? Is the intention to use a buried 
manhole or an above ground switching station. 

3. Is the land cable construction the same as the water cable design? 
4. The land cable is planned to be direct buried. It would better serve a 

reliability characteristic if the land cable is installed in underground 
duct/conduit.  This will permit simple excavation along the route and an 
efficient closing of the trench.  The cable lengths can then be installed more 
at the projects convenience as opposed to leaving long lengths of trench 
open and waiting to close the trench at the completion of the circuit’s 
system test. The manholes can then accommodate the necessary splicing of 
cable lengths. Having the cable installed in underground conduit should also 
provide the cable a better sense of physical protection along the RR right of 
way and minimize the significant vibrations generated by the freight train 
traffic. 

5. What happens to the cable route in the area of the Tappan Zee Bridge 
construction.  At the present time there are a considerable number of 
construction barges anchored along the northern side of the existing bridge. 
Many of these barges will move along as the construction progresses. 
Burying the cable 4 feet below the river bottom does not seem to be 
adequate in this major construction lay-down areas. 

6. How many factory splices are expected during cable production?  How many 
land splices are planned for the terrestrial installation. 

 
Jim Fitzgerald 
Retired Engineer-The OkoniteCompany 
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